
With love from all at from the Peace Garden 

w/c 18 May 2020 

Dear friend, 

This was a week when the Peace Garden looked 

so lovely in all its spring colours that we felt 

really truly sad not to be able to share it with 

you all.  

 

 

 

 

The gardening team worked particularly hard to plant 

out runner beans, cavolo nero, lettuce and rainbow 

chard in the veg area and tomatoes in the polytunnel. 

Looking around, we realised that it won’t be too long 

before we run out of space to plant anything more! We 

are having to think hard about managing successive 

sowings this year with our veg boxes in mind and this is 

quite a challenge. George got the gold medal for 

weeding all the emerging chickweed around some of the other crops such as the broad beans, 

which are beginning to grow tall and thrive. 

We had an unexpected and very lovely surprise visit from 

Anne May (Maya) and her husband Mike this week – they 

came for a walk around the garden and Anne May couldn’t 

resist helping carry some rainbow chard seedlings out of 

the greenhouse and into the vegetable area ready for 

planting. She seemed really happy to engage those green 

fingers again 

and to see 

those of us 

who were 

there. We are 

not sure where 

Mike got to 

but we didn’t notice him doing any gardening!! 

 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY BRYAN (or is it Rod Stewart?) 

 

We thought of Bryan this week 

as it was his Birthday on 

Thursday. We hope he had a 

lovely day - we missed serenading 

him with our usual out of tune 

rendition of Happy Birthday.    

 

 

 

ACTIVITY OF THE WEEK – PAINTING DECORATIVE STONES FOR THE GARDEN 

 

 

Claire has been sending us photos of stones which 

have been painted by folks in Fourstones and placed all 

around the village – what a great idea! We’ve all 

painted stones together before, but we thought that 

this was a good 

moment for you 

to have a go at 

this at home – 

you can display 

your stones in 

your own garden or bring them with you when you 

return to the Peace Garden for us to put in the herb 

beds there. Using acrylic or gloss paint is good, because 

it’s waterproof and doesn’t wash off in the rain, but you 

can use any paint or even felt tips and we will varnish 

the stone with you when you’re next at the Peace Garden to make it weatherproof. We’re 

including a few ideas here to get your creative juices flowing. The stones below were painted 

by a friend of Danny and he can’t wait to give it a go.  Don’t forget to send us photos of your 

creations.             

  

 
 

 



 

RECIPE OF THE WEEK – RHUBARB GINGERBREAD (with thanks to Matthew for this 

contribution) 

 

 INGREDIENTS 

 50g butter 

 50g caster sugar 

 1 ½ tablespoons black treacle 

 100g plain flour 

 ½ teaspoon bicarb of soda 

 1 heaped teaspoon ground ginger 

  1 egg beaten 

 Milk to add  

 125g (about 2 small sticks) rhubarb, diced into small pieces 

 75g crystallised ginger chopped small 

 

METHOD 

 Grease and line a 19cm shallow square sponge tin or similar 

 Preheat oven to 180C (fan 160C) or gas 4 

 Put butter, sugar and treacle into medium-sized pan and heat gently, stirring until 

butter has melted and everything has combined. Remove from heat and leave to cool 

for a few minutes 

 Sift together flour, bicarb of soda and ginger powder, then ass to the mixture in the 

pan, stirring well 

 Add the beaten egg and begin to mix together 

 Add a tablespoon of milk and continue to mix until everything is incorporated 

 Add a little more milk as needed to reach a soft dropping consistency 

 Spoon 2 -3 tablespoons into the tin and spread out with the back of the spoon to cover 

the base 

 Scatter the rhubarb evenly over the mix, then scatter over crystallised ginger 

 Spoon over the remaining gingerbread mixture, trying to coat as much of the rhubarb 

as possible – don’t worry if it doesn’t cover it all as the mix will rise during baking and 

cover the rest                                       

 Cook for 45 -50 mins till a skewer comes out 

clean 

 Cut into squares when cold 

 

 

 

 

Do remember to send us your news, jokes, and 

photos of what you have been up to. 

   

Take care xx 

 

 


